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           Wednesday 10 July 2019 

South Lanarkshire Council 
Planning Department 
 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

Objection to Access Proposals 
P/19/0872 – Proposed Care Hub on Former St Joseph’s Land, Blantyre 
 
We write to formally object to the current proposed access and parking arrangements on the above planning application. Whilst we 
have no objections to the care facility itself and the services and facilities it will offer, our concerns relate to the layout of the 
development and the proposed access arrangements, which in our opinion require to be redesigned. 

As a small local news service with a reach of 16,200 people online and many hundreds of local people offline, we have good means to 
engage with the Blantyre Public. We were extremely concerned that South Lanarkshire Council nor any local organization had 
undertaken any consultation with Blantyre people prior to July 2019. This in our opinion was unacceptable. To make an informed 
opinion on these proposals, we felt it necessary to first enter into consultation with the public in order to arrive at stance. We 
successfully engaged with over 380 people in Blantyre via surveys relating to parking in the town with a concerning 41% of people 
worried about the current level of traffic in Station Road and Park Lane, even before increasing traffic with this care hub proposal. 
Their stance is therefore ours, in that access to the hub is currently not properly considered. 

Our objections are as follows: 

a) The inadequate provision of a drop off point for the St Joseph’s School at Park Lane. This was been highlighted consistently 
in our consultation, with many people feeling safety has already been compromised. There is no current provision in the 
planning application for such extended drop off point, despite it now offering the perfect opportunity.  

b) Increased levels of traffic at Station Road and Park Lane Housing scheme. These roads are the most congested in Blantyre 
(evidence based from our survey) and the Care Hub proposals having access from Park Lane will only increase traffic 
further. Permitting further traffic on these routes, already strained due to inadequate parking for the station, will only 
compromise safety near the School. Additionally, these routes are already congested enough to impede emergency 
vehicles.  

c) It was understood that a link corridor would be provided (in the form of open boulevard or street) from the site of the Hall 
through to St Josephs School, respecting the historical link between these buildings. This seems to have been overlooked in 
the design, promoting some anger in the community. We would urge the Council to respect this and ensure a safe route for 
children is incorporated into the street design. 

d) An opportunity to create an overflow carpark for Glasgow Road appears to have been missed, despite the perfect 
opportunity for such at Joanna Terrace. Instead of 4 x Type A units, a small carpark for up to 30 cars could be built, which 
would see Parking issues alleviated on the busy Glasgow Road and could also be used as drop off for St Josephs. 

We’re pleased for the care hub to be coming to Blantyre, a much needed facility, but these access, pedestrian and traffic concerns 
relating to the externals require to be re-addressed, even if it means the redesign or loss of one of the proposed buildings. 

We understand that South Lanarkshire Council have already planned an official, strategic review of traffic with a traffic audit imminent 
following the intervention of local Councilors. We would be more than happy to pass on our 17-page Advance Parking Consultation 
report if it assists in any way, containing many suggestions for consideration and improvement. It can be downloaded here: 
https://theblantyretelegraph.com/campaigns/  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Should you have any questions relating to this, please call or email using the information shown in the header. Thanks. 

Sincerely 
 
for Blantyre Telegraph   
Paul Veverka - Owner  
 
 


